Approved For Release 2003/04/1 



CIA-RDP80B01676R004200040001-3 

jSECREr 


i n?47K 


JUL 2 1956 


{ < H 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SUBJECT : Soviet Air Defeat e Capabilities 


1. WitS respect to your informal query at the IS June 
NSC meeting at to our intelligence coverage of Soviet air 
defences, the intelligence community has been paying close 
attention to the considerable Soviet progress in this field. 

Our last national estimate devoted entirely to Bloc Air Defense 
Capabilities (ME 1 1-5-55) eras completed in July 1955* and is 
scheduled for revision in early 1957. In addition our new 
ME on the Soviet Guided Missile Program* now scheduled for 
September* will cover air defense aspects. 

2. In the interim the best current summary of estimated 
Soviet air defense capabilities is in draft ME 11-4-56 on Soviet 
CepabUities aad Courses of Action Through 1961 which has 
been cieareS at" the ttaii le vel but bias not yet received XAC ap- 
proval. For your convenience X am attaching the appropriate 


25X1 

25X1 


no Change 1» D 


pass. {3}en8*d 'W‘. ^ (?) 5 

* 

1 **/«»** 


ll , esiract froao JM^ 


draft ME. 



ALLEN W. DULLES 
Director 
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Attachment 


inift graft mm 


!2I, 4if U fe*w Capabilities . The Soviet leader# probably 
believe that the defease of it» USSR against mcltar attack woald 
d eg o ad la large osmiwi the success of as initial So Hat aseaalt 
oa Western retaliatory capability. * B«t the USSR has large air 
defeat# forces obese task we al d be to reduce the effectiveness of 
ceaeterattack by Western forces which escaped destruction in the 
Udtial Soviet attacks* The air defease system of tfce USSR provides 
for the employment of the 3, 559 aircraft is ti t Soviet A 4atlea mi 
Air Defease sad fee tke po te nti a l employment of the remaialag 7, fcOO 
So Hot aad Satellite aircraft* la addition, the Cklaesa Cemmaelsts 
aad Hartb Korean# bare shout l, 759 fighter* which could make some 
eeatribeCles to tbs defease of tke Soviet Par East. We believe that 
tk» air decease rets of tke figktara of Tactical ead Havel A station 
weak! b* gives priority is tke early stages of a general war. We 
estimate tkat Soviet PRC aad field forces see possess a total of 
ever 17, 999 antiaircraft artillery piece a, aad tkat significant 
developments in both klgk aad lew altitode etafosi M^e been made 
ever ike last several years. Tbs USSR still reties heavily us?e» 
rater -dirt r Tint antiaircraft artillary* hm g aided missiles are a® w 
being added to the alar defeases e? Moscow aad probably to ether areas 
of key strategic importance in the USSR* By the end of the peeled, 
we estimate Hat surface -to- air missile# will have largely replaced 
heavy antiaircraft artillery la the static defense of the more important 
strategic targets. Sven earlier, the air-to-air missile will probably 
have enhanced the capabilities ef fighter defease forces, 

127. W e estimate tkat Soviet air defense capabilities in 
arose of dense air defease cesrestr sties (Ferepeea USSR » Harters 
Ear spa, end the ifaritiaae-Serth Mtaacharta area ef the far East) 
are as indicated below. Capabilities in ether areas are probably 
considerably lees. 


* The eepreeestatlvs for the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, 
Depa rtm e nt of the Army, reserves his position on fide sentence, 
believing that defease weald d o p e s d primarily «p«e/l#Hsi air 
defease ca pabilit ies themselves, and also la part Sped the threat 
ef Soviet asciear r etaliatio n. 
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uuAtctmg #a«er« teases on 
* gp# sd jft (wnbiftt At kijlMf tltUodct this c spft — 
MStf «pW begin to diminish* and above 4S» 08# foot would 
fAS. off markedly. due to problems of target detection, 
l®** «f AAA and surface -to- air nfuila offeetivoiiees, 

*ad reduced CC1 capabilities. These capabilities would, 
however, gmtljr ineiMic seder certain conditions, 
eaaxspis, the groom* e# *i*ihl* cost rails would 


fwaatratlng peripheral ***** *t hi gh speed aad minimal 
•Wndt th* effective**** of tbs Mmm would Ini vary tow. 


ratios* 




cffim 


ate attacks contacted ud«r 


— — , **v* the Soviet *1* defease sysiaaBTiTai 

protest capable of offering aaljr limited resist ante, owing 
to the inadequacy of equipment mod training for *ll-w«*mer 
operations. Tb* -apid introduction of all-weather Hghtar* 
***® operational tmittt and the ad rent of surface-to-air 
mSaaila* !#, bow* <;r, gi lag the USSR an mr *saoing can. 
btllty in tM» field. 


IJ«. »wri«i the parted e£ this estimate, Soviet air defease 
cap a bi l it ies will ilwt certainly be wtatMtiafty increased, dua 
to ******* operational experience and the iatredocties into the 
da donate* force* of additional ssporsosdc and all- went bar fight***, 
»w fighter types. Improved sarly warning and Ca equipment, 
elect rente tauetar masters*, additional guided missiles and improved 
missile types. Despite these improvements, however, we estimate 
***** tedst ate defeases will still ho vulnerable to exploitation by 
fwsstratisa foreaa. 
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